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I look back at this term at Bramfield House and can hardly believe everything that has been achieved by the boys and staff at the School. At
the beginning of the term I thought it might be impossible to get
through until Christmas without an outbreak of COVID, yet we have
achieved it. Although we have some difficult
months ahead, I am heartened by the real sense
of team spirit in the school and the care and
consideration the boys in particular have shown
during these difficult times. This success can
also be attributed to the mammoth effort that
staff have made to try and keep things as normal as possible and in that respect, a high
amount of effort has gone on behind the scenes
Jacob Prescott
to hold events in school in a safe way. I hope you will join
with me in recognising that its nothing short of amazing that we have
achieved so much this term in the face of such adversity.
The highlight for me has to be the Bramfield House ‘ tough mudder’ A
thoroughly fantastic time was had by all involved. Recalling speaking to
boys after the event it makes me chuckle to recall the comments from
some boys who when asked how the run had gone replied with “I’m
absolutely knackered, but I love it!”. The star of the event has to be
Keane Mann who after only just joining us has set a new standard in
endurance running. Keanne managed to do 14 laps of the gruelling
course. When other boys collapsed in the mud, he kept going. It was
nothing short of amazing! I suspect we have an Olympian of the future!
It was amazing to see how staff and boys worked together as a team
showing real resilience to get around the course. Our head boy Ralphie
(Alves) was seen carrying Joshua (Hewitt) around the course and many
more were seen
hitching a ride off
the backs of staff.
An amazing day
which sums up the
sense of family at
the school.
Adam Carter
braved the mud!

Kian Turner, Deb Bedwell, Anthony Bohncke—Victory dance

This event followed a very
successful sports day earlier in
the term, which is always a
highlight in the school calendar. The staff also had a brilliant time up until the staff Vs
Boys tug of war which resulted in embarrassment for the
staff and jubilation for the
boys that seemed to go on for
about a week.

Lennox Pierre literacy
teacher– Carrying
Alaric Cathersides
( year 3)

Keanne Mann- Bramfield Olympian
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Forest School by Zhara Jones
This half term, during primary Bramfield Boy, a
team of boys have gone from Bushcraft newbies
to first class firestarters!
To begin, the boys identified an area to build a
shelter they then secured a waterproof tarpaulin
to an area of trees - just
in time to, before the
rain came! All boys
listened carefully to the
instructions and rules
that we agreed together.

The team then split into
smaller groups and made
small, contained
fires. We then roasted
some (several hundred is
a conservative estimate)
marshmallows over our fires.
In the weeks that followed, the boys worked collaboratively to clear several areas ready for our mini camp
fires, before marking the area and
digging out our fire pits. We then
used these to make hot dogs for ourselves and even set up Cook Out Cafe

where we made delicious quarter
pounder cheeseburgers that we
sold to staff and friends.
All boys have achieved an AQA
certificate for Introduction to Bushcraft! We are so proud of their sensible
approach to the dangers of surviving (and thriving, thanks to the marshmallows) in the wild, wild woods of Bramfield. Next stop is the Amazon
Rainforest... we just have to convince Davina! .

Amelias Garden and Children in Need by Raynor Croll
Bramfield House School held a Fun Day Extravaganza on Friday 13th November to raise funds for Amelia’s Garden – a garden the school is creating in
honour of a much loved member of staff who they sadly lost a year ago –
and Children in Need.
A barbecue lunch was followed by the judging and auctioning of showstopper cakes made especially for the Great Bramfield Bake Off (£50 for the
winner) The grand finale was a ‘pie in the face’ voted for by staff and boys which of course resulted in
a pie in the face for the Head Teacher thrown by the
Head Boy! Not only was great fun had by all, but
the school raised over £1,000 for both worthy
causes.

Bramfield Boy by Matthew Leech
What an action packed half term of activities we have had at Bramfield. For
the upper school, a fantastic set of challenges were planned and delivered and
completed ranging from Duke of Edinburgh, Drama, Metal Detecting, Photography and Chef School. All students have
embraced this element of the curriculum
which allows students to be far more
active in the afternoons as well as learning new life skills and gaining AQA qualifications. Lower school have completed
a number of challenges from Den building with Zahra, cooking burgers over the
camp fire or solving a crime with CSI
Bramfield.

All students
have flourished to overcome their own challenges
and showing they have what it takes to
be a Bramfield Boy made up of GRIT,
TEAM, ADVENTURE, SPARK and READY
for next half terms challenges which
include. Bush craft, Textiles, School of
Rock and the conclusion to CSI Bramfield.
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Construction in the Curriculum

One of the highlights of the curriculum
this year has been seeing how construction has really started to engage students in practical vocational skills. During
the first part of the term, boys learnt
how to make mortar and lay bricks . This
compliments the already fantastic range
of design and technology projects throughout the
school. In Monday morning challenges, boys have
been trying to create
things such as suspension bridges and
the tallest towers
out of spaghetti and
marshmallows. It
now appears obvious
that using sticky
marshmallows also
results in a delicious
extra advantage for the boys!
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A boys own approach to Halloween !
Each year Bramfield House has a
pumpkin carving competition in
school. You can see here the very
technical undertaking by Hickory class
this year. There were some fantastic
examples throughout the school.

Gone but never forgotten - Stacey King
The whole school community joined
together this 2020 remembrance
day to pause and think about the
sacrifice that our service men and
women make. Every member of the
community observed the 2 minute
silence. In Art, boys worked for
weeks making poppies out of recycled bottles painted red. These were
fixed onto the school gates so passers by could see our support for this
very important cause.

Byron Ward, Charlie Franklin

Jared Kershaw AKA The Boss

Caden Williams, Lucas Beech, Charlie Franklin

Keegan Cattee, Josh Cruickshank Spearman

Christmas Hampers—Stacey Reed
With the current global pandemic affecting people across the country as a school we decided to
support our pupils over the Christmas break by
preparing ‘Bramfield Boxes’ which are food hampers for every single
pupil to take home.
This has not only seen
amazing generosity
from the staff members at the school to
help fill these hampers
but also an incredible
community effort with
food donations and
support from SPAR
(Halesworth),
TESCO (Beccles), Co-Op (Halesworth),
Peasenhall General store and Caps Cases
in Newmarket who supplied the boxes.
Many of the pupils have decorated their
own boxes and have made choices of their preferred foods to be included in each box, making
them tailored to each student.

Lisa Ashby– New Youth Coach
I started at Bramfield House School
nearly 3 months ago as a youth coach.
After leaving school I gained qualifications in health and social care , I enjoyed my profession but after a couple
of years I started my family having two
children and getting married in my very
early 20s.
I’ve been an amateur powerlifter for
the last 2 years both for passion and to
compete, it’s made me stronger
both physically and mentally.
I’ve quickly come to see Bramfield House is so much more
than a school for both children
and staff, I’ve listened to an assembly about how Bramfield is a
community and I truly believe
that it is for anyone that’s part
of it, Everyday I see opportunities given and the difference
Bramfield makes to its students.

Mark Kinsel– New Catering teacher
Mark joins us from a Catering background and having run
his own restaurant and pub in the area. Mark has been a
massive hit with the boys who have been turning out
amazing food this term, better than ever before. If your
son has brought any of this home I’m sure you will join
with me in confirming its delicious. Marks background
working in kitchens means that our boys are getting an authentic experience of this industry and boys are now studying vocational qualifications and gaining kitchen certificates that they can actually
use in the world of work.
We have recently purchased 10 Lego spike sets
which are designed not only to build a multitude
of designs, but are able to be coded through internet or phone based software to enable the creations to act as robots. Some of these creations can
be seen on Youtube by searching “Lego spike”. We
have also purchased several Lego technic models
which have been used to help focus some of our pupils in a more
therapeutic approach. This has been timetabled as interventions
for selected pupils but also used in Bramfield boy sessions to help
enhance their creative skills whilst still following instructions.

Bramfield House Farm by Chris Faires
Within the school curriculum we have made great strides in beginning to offer a wider range of opportunities for boys. One obvious hit has been the Bramfield House
Farm. Chris Faires, Raynor Croll and Laura Jolley have lead the charge in
getting this new provision set up. We now have 2 Rabbits , 6 guinea pigs
and two pigs. Goats are to follow in the new year! Boys have been learning
how to look after and care for the animals, have learnt how to handle them
and wider skills around the environment, ecosystems and sustainability.
During the first few weeks of having the animals we may have been a bit ‘
inexperienced’ in sexing the animals which has resulted in a rather ‘fat’
Guinea pig. It has now been confirmed by the experts that she is probably
pregnant so we are expecting the pitter
patter of tiny feet in the new year. The
naming saga goes on at School and
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there has been hot debate about what
the animals should be called. I understand that one guinea pig—who has rather an odd look
about him-will now be known , by some, as ‘ Psycho crazy
pig’. I’m not sure how appropriate that is but having looked
at the animal myself , I do tend to agree.
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New staff starting at Bramfield House 2021—Mark Jeffries
We are pleased to welcome Dondre Crosson to the team as our social
development intervention assistant for the primary phase of the
school, working primarily with years 7 and 8. Dondre has a wealth of
experience of working within SEND especially ASD. Her studies relating
to psychology in education will also be extremely useful in adding
depth to our provision. Dondre’s previous role has seen her establish
key contacts with external agencies which will help provide an excellent resource base for interventions moving forward.
In the New Year we will also be joined by Sam Coe as a new Head of
Secondary. Sam has a background in developing vocational qualifications and teaches photography and a range of design and Technology
subjects. She has been teaching in Schools around Suffolk and including Ipswich.

Spring term dates

Finally in Ibstock house we are joined by a keen Sportsman, Edan
Wright Moyce. Edan has just joined the team prior to the Christmas
Break to get to know the boys and prepare for an exciting 2021 ahead.

Monday 15th– 19th February (Inclusive)

Tuesday 5th January 2021 ( Inset day
Monday 4th January 2021)
Half term

Term Ends
Friday 26th April ( 11:30am closure)

Harrison Robinson

Alfie Meyers

Photographs from our Music room,
which has been a new development
over the last year

Motor vehicle maintenance
I include within this newsletter photographs of the new
motor vehicle maintenance workshop which is currently
under construction. This should be finished and fitted out
at the end of January and from this point onwards we will
be looking at adding this to the curriculum. We are looking to obtain a vehicle sometime soon. If parents have
any ideas or contacts that might help with that it would
be greatly appreciated. The boys are keen on a Porsche,
‘Lambo' or at a push a Tesla. Although they admit this
might be slightly out of the price range, I've been told
that they have a plan to save on the headteacher salary
to pay for it- Gulp!

